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Part I:  Reading                                                                                                      (14pts) 
  
 Read the text carefully then do the activities. 
A/ Comprehension                                                                                                           (7pts)   
                                   
            Schools and universities existed in Britain long before the government began to take 
interest in education. There were ‘public’ schools where the sons of upper and upper-middle 
classes were educated to take up positions in the higher ranks of the army, in business and 
politics. In fact, those were private schools for the privileged. Only very rich families could 
afford to pay for the studies, because the fees were very high .They were free from state 
control and most of them were boarding. It goes without saying that education there was of a 
high quality; the discipline was very strict. When the pupils from these schools finished their 
education, they formed the ruling elite, retaining the distinctive habits and vocabulary which 
they had learnt at school. 
           Some of the many changes that have taken place in British education in the second half 
of the twentieth century simply reflect the wider social process of increased egalitarianism; 
education and its possibilities for social advancement came within everybody’s reach.  
           Before 1965, most children in the country had to take an exam at about the age of 
eleven, at the end of their primary schooling. If they passed that exam, they went to a 
grammar school where they were taught academic subjects to prepare them for university, the 
professions, management jobs and other highly skilled jobs. If they failed, they went to 
modern school. Many people argue that it was wrong for a person’s life to be decided at so 
young an age. The children who went to ‘secondary moderns’ tended to be seen as ‘failures’. 
            Over the next decade, the division into grammar schools and secondary modern 
schools was changed. These days, most eleven-year olds all go to the same local school. 
These schools are known as co-educational comprehensive schools.  In such schools, children 
of school age (5-16) study three core subjects within their curriculum: English, Maths and 
Science and seven foundational ones: Technology, History, Geography, Music, Art, Physical 
Education and a Foreign Language.                                                           
  
  
1/ Read and choose the letter that best completes each statement. 
         I.            In Great Britain, public schools are ………… schools. 

a- private                b- free                    c- state 
       II.            Children who attended public schools became……….. 

a- educators            b- governors          c- skilled workers 
     III.            Today, boys and girls attend……………schools. 

a- different             b- the same             c- state 
  

2/ Read and answer the following questions. 
  Who had the right to study in public schools in Britain? 
  Were there any changes in the British educational system after 1950? If so, 

mention them. 
  What did children study at a grammar school? 
  In which paragraph is the right to education for every British person mentioned? 
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3/ What do the underlined words refer to in the text? 
a) those (§1)                          b) there (§1)                       c) they (§1) 
c) which (§1)                         d) their (§3)                        e) their (§4) 
  
 
4/ Choose the idea that best summarizes the text. 

a.       In Great Britain, the present schools differ from those of the past. 
b.      Standards at schools are watched by the British government. 
c.       In Britain, education lasts eleven years. 

  
5/ Give a suitable title to the text. 
  
 B/ Text Exploration                                                                                   (7pts) 
  
1/ Find in the text the words whose definitions follow. 
         I.            ………. (§1): receiving lodging during the school term. 
       II.            ……… (§3): to happen usually. 
     III.            ……… (§4): being attended by both boys and girls. 
     IV.            ……… (§2): the belief that all people are equal. 
 
2/ Form words adding the right affix (prefix/suffix) 
  

Verb Noun Adjective 

study ………………. ………………. 

………………… division ……………… 

prepare ……………….. ………………. 

…………………. ……………….. foundational 

  
3/ Give the right form to the verbs in brackets. 

Nowadays, education (have) a lot to (gain) from the use of technologies which can 
(allow) unlimited access to knowledge, (facilitate) understanding and (stimulate) 
imagination. 

  
4/ Rephrase the following sentences. 

  I would not go abroad to study if I weren’t given the opportunity. 
Unless…………………………………………………….............. 

  If Tom had visited the bookshop, he would have bought many novels. 
Unless……………………………………………………………… 

  Jane read the advertisement in the newspaper, so she applied for the job. 
If…………………………………………………………………….. 

  We don’t visit the town library so often because we live far away. 
If…………………………………………………………………… 
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5/ Classify the following words according to the pronunciation of their final “d” 
educated – privileged – finished – studied 

 
/t/ /d/ /id/ 

   

 
  
6/  Reorder the sentences below to have a coherent passage. One sentence is irrelevant and 
must be left out. 

a.       It makes your mind work better. 
b.    There is nothing magical in books at all. 
c.      Good books challenge and excite your mind. 
d.      Reading has long been regarded as the best means to acquire culture. 
e.       that they influence your personal life. 
f.       Thus, they contribute to the development of your moral and intellectual faculties, i.e. 

the development of your culture. 
g.      They depict characters that are so true to life 

  
Part I: Written 
Expression                                                                                                                (6pts) 
                                 Choose one of the following topics. 
Topic (1): You attended a lecture about education in India. Below are your notes. Use them to 
summarize the lecture to your classmates.  
   

                                Education in India  

 Independence: Aug. 15, 1947 
 Primary schools 12,843 – colleges 636 – univ.17 
 Literacy 14% 
 Total education expenditure: 570 million rupees 
 Edu. Census 1996 
 600,000 primary schools  
 Literacy for age groups 6-11: 94% 
 211 univ. – 7000 colleges – 3.5 million students 
 Overall literacy: 52.11% 
 Education expenditure 200,000 million rupees  

 Topic (2): What would you do to improve our educational system if you were the Minister of 
Education?  

                                                                                                   C.Boukhiar 
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